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introduced 12 young Moldovan educators and 177 beneficiaries 

to the concept of ”media literacy”. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL REACH 

The project provided the opportunity for 12 new English teachers 
from 11 target regions to gain valuable paid teaching experience 

as mentors and EFL instructors and contributed to improving the 
English language competency and media literacy of over 177 
Moldovans throughout the country: Cantemir, Cahul, Balti, 
Comrat, Ungheni, Orhei, Tiraspol, Chișinău, Ștefan-Vodă,      

Anenii-Noi and Soroca. 



 

 
When? 

The project is scheduled to run 

from March to July 2017. Five 

face to face sessions were       

organized from April 6 to May 14. 

“Disseminating in cascade”     

workshops will be organized from 

May 15 to June 19 in 11 districts 

around Moldova with the           

involvement of at least 120      

participants.  

Where? 

Face to face sessions were    

hosted by English Teaching    

Resource Centers from Cahul, 

Comrat and Balti, American    

Corner from Ungheni, Novateca 

libraries (IREX Global Libraries) 

from Orhei, Cantemir, Chisinau 

and Anenii-Noi, local lyceums 

from Stefan-Voda and Soroca 

and a local NGO from Tiraspol. 

Who? 

We recruited 12 facilitators and 
177 course takers from each of 

the 11 target regions: 16 from   
Comrat, 30 from Cahul (2 
groups), 17 Chisinau, 17 from 
Orhei, 15 from Balti, 18 from 

Anenii Noi, 10 from Stefan Voda, 
14 from Cantemir, 15 from      
Soroca, 12 from Tiraspol and 13 

from Ungheni.  



 

 

FACILITATOR TRAINING 

On March 24-25 our 12 project facilitators from 11 target regions participated in the two 

day training moderated by American experts, English Language fellows from US: Joey 

Fordyce  (South Ukrainian Pedagogical University) and Nathan William Meyer. The 

training included such sessions as: being an online facilitator, how to provide guidance 

and feedback online, media literacy, credibility of sources, fake news and alternative 

facts and identifying bias. The training was hosted by our strategic partner, national 

Center for Excellence for Librarians located in the ”B.P.Hașdeu Library”. The online 

course is five weeks in length and started on April 3, 2017. Students have learned how 

to select and evaluate the topics in social media, blogs, podcasts, television, film, 

newspapers, and magazines. They have also improved their reading skills in areas 

such as skimming, scanning, finding the main idea, and looking for transitions.  



 

 

INTERACTING WITH MOOC EXPERTS FROM USA 
BY MEANS OF ONLINE TECHNOLOGIES 

English for Media Literacy MOOC Moldova Project Coordinator Dr Daniela Munca-
Aftenev traveled to Seattle to attend the 2017 TESOL Conference. Dr Munca-Aftenev 
was one of the lucky recipients of the TESOL travel grant for EFL teachers from 
around the world. She had the opportunity to attend the “MOOCs: How Do We Know If 
Learners Are Learning” session  moderated by a group of experts from University of 
Pennsylvania in charge of designing various MOOC courses and assessing the         
impact these course have on course takers from around the world. One of the experts 
was Ian Nichols, Interim Advising Specialist, English Language Programs, who agreed 
to participate in a few online meetings with Moldovan facilitators in order to help our 
team be better prepared to moderate our 5 week long course.  

On April 6 we organized an online meeting with all our 12 facilitators from Moldova and 
Ian Nichols, Interim Advising Specialist, English Language Programs at the University 
of Pennsylvania, who is one of the English for Media Literacy MOOC trainers. We 
learned a great deal about how the course works and how we can be better prepared 
as English for Media Literacy MOOC facilitators. Ian gave valuable advice and shared 
useful teaching tips with our facilitators. We had the opportunity to ask various       
questions regarding course contents and assessment methods.  



 

 

PARTICIPANT QUOTES 

Tanya Neicovcen (Cantemir): ”This course 

was really informative for me! I have never 

heard about bias and I was curious to learn 

about types of bias: by placement, by spin and 

by omission. Now I try to use this knowledge 

in my daily life. Also in this course we learn 

not only about media, but also grammar, 

which is a very important and necessary de-

tail. Thank you very much for this opportunity!” 

Nicoleta Suruceanu (Cahul): ”I have just re-

ceived my Coursera certificate and I am proud 

of my great achievement! I am so grateful to 

the organizers and facilitators that I was part 

of this project which improved my English and 

contributed to my personal development! I 

have already recommended my friends to en-

roll in this useful course and I shared with 

them my beautiful experience! I really enjoyed 

all assignments from this online course be-

cause it was interactive, comprehensible, 

practical and applicable. This is what we can't 

see in traditional courses taught in Moldovan 

schools which don't focus so much on applica-

bility and development of critical thinking. I 

think online teaching is very useful and acces-

sible to everyone who wants to learn new 

things and broaden his/her perspectives.”  

Irina Strechii (Balti): ”I liked the entire 
course: online assignments, quizzes, games, 
and everything else! Most interesting topics for 
me were about ways in which the media 
portray different groups, race and ethnicity in 
the media, women in the media. As a 
conclusion for me: we must think critically 
about the messages we receive: are those 
messages fairly and accurately describing and 
showing people from different groups? After 
the course, I always think about what is 
included and omitted in the media, if different 
groups are included and accurately portrayed 
in the media. I feel like a true media literate 
expert thanks to our online trainers: Ian 
Nichols, Lauren Fiori and our facilitator from 
Balti Maria Bondari.”  

https://www.facebook.com/iamloser4ever?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/suruceanu.nicoleta?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/balan.irina3?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/mary.bondari.1?hc_location=ufi


 

 PARTICIPANT QUOTES 

Nicolae Chimerciuc (Chisinau): ”I would like to 
thank all of You for a very interesting and useful 
experience. Taking into account that we live in a 
very young and fragile democracy, the knowledge 
you shared with us is extremely important which 
may help us in the future analyze media messages 
more professionally, get reliable information and 
finally, form an objective opinion and come to the 
right decision. The course structure was 
comprehensible and interactive. I would like to 
express my special gratitude to the US 
Department of State and the US Embassy for this 
opportunity to become more media literate.” 

Liliana Colodeeva (Cahul): ”I would like to share 

some advantages of the course English for Media 

Literacy which I have reasoned on my own. The 

course content is very clearly presented and the   

technical part is also very easy to handle. The     

content of the course is really up-to-date and useful 

and students can learn all the information              

independently. Students can improve their grades by 

retaking quizzes or assignments as many times as 

they want. Any problem can be solved by using the 

Help Center and the course can be completed any 

time suitable for the student. There are no penalties 

for being late with assignments and there is always 

the possibility to save time with the great option: 

Switch Sessions.There are no evaluations or exams 

-  just interesting games and assignments.” 

Olga Juravschi (Anenii Noi): ”It was a great 
experience to be part of this project. Lesson by 
lesson everything was very interesting and easy. I 
learned what Media Literacy is and I also 
understood how to analyze and interpret media 
messages through guided questions. I became 
familiar with the two types of media: traditional and 
social media and how to compare these two types 
of media. I understood what an advertisement is 
and how they are used. Now I am able to 
recognize the ways in which the Internet has 
changed advertisements. I heard for the first time 
about BIAS and what it was. Thanks to good 
examples offered I can identify different types of 
BIAS in media sources now. I became familiar with 
the ways in which the media portray different 
groups, to recognize and to be able to use 
different negatives. I am grateful to my facilitator, 
Alexandru Covtun. He is the best.  
All the best for all of you!!”. 

https://www.facebook.com/nicolae.chimerciuc.1?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/liliana.colodeeva?fref=nf
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